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Last night, under 
cover of darkness 
(it’s always under 
cover of darkness) 
the City of Memphis 
removed a statue to 
General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest but 
it was more than a 
statue, it was a 
gravesite in which 
both Forrest and his 
wife are both buried. 
 
Under Tennessee 
state law-  

 
Universal Citation: TN Code § 4-1-412 (2014) 

(a) (1) No statue, monument, memorial, nameplate, or plaque which has been erected 
for, or named or dedicated in honor of, the French and Indian War, American 
Revolution, War of 1812, United States-Mexican War, the War Between the States, 
Spanish American War, the Mexican border period, World War I, World War II, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, Operation Urgent Fury (Grenada), Operation El Dorado 
Canyon (Libya), Operation Just Cause (Panama), Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm (Persian Gulf War I), Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan), and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom (Persian Gulf War II), and is located on public property, may be 
relocated, removed, altered, renamed, rededicated, or otherwise disturbed. 
 
(2) No statue, monument, memorial, nameplate, plaque, historic flag display, school, 
street, bridge, building, park, preserve, or reserve which has been erected for, or named 
or dedicated in honor of, any historical military figure, historical military event, military 
organization, or military unit, and is located on public property, may be renamed or 
rededicated. 

https://law.justia.com/citations.html


 
Originally the City of Memphis tried to circumvent this law by seeking the approval of the 
Tennessee State Historical Commission. As the Commercial Appeal newspaper 
reported on October 13, 2017: 
 
“The Tennessee Historical Commission on Friday denied Memphis' request to remove a 
statue of Confederate Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest from a city park. 
 
In a small crowded library room in Athens, the commission heard from Memphis Mayor 
Jim Strickland and others for the removal of the statue, as well as arguments against, 
and then voted overwhelmingly against granting a waiver.” 
 
Time magazine reported that : 
 
“The City Council had earlier voted unanimously to sell two parks where Confederate 
statues were located and crews began working right away to remove a statue of Gen. 
Nathan Bedford Forrest. 
 
The parks were sold to Greenspace Inc. for $1,000 each, The Commercial Appeal 
reported. Memphis Chief Legal Officer Bruce McMullen said Greenspace can legally 
remove the statues, which the city was unable to do.” 
 
The Thursday December 21, Commercial Appeal reported: 
 
“In the ruckus over the removal of Memphis' two Confederate monuments Wednesday 
night, a mysterious nonprofit — Memphis Greenspace Inc. — emerged as a key player. 
Greenspace bought two Downtown parks from the city in a contract quietly signed by 
the mayor on Friday and ratified by the City Council on Wednesday, and within hours of 
the council vote began removing the statues of Confederate Gen. Nathan Bedford 
Forrest from Health Sciences Park and of President Jefferson Davis from Fourth Bluff 
Park.” 

 
 
Memphis Green Space Inc. was only recently created (October 
17) and the Commercial Appeal also reported that the non-profit 
is led by Shelby County Commissioner and attorney Van Turner 
(pictured left) 
 

http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/government/city/2017/10/13/live-coverage-historical-commission-hears-arguments-removal-memphis-confederate-monument/758712001/
http://time.com/5075178/memphis-park-confederate-statue-nathan-bedford-forrest/
http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/government/city/2017/12/20/memphis-council-votes-immediately-remove-confederate-statues/960707001/
http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/government/city/2017/12/20/memphis-council-votes-immediately-remove-confederate-statues/960707001/


“Conflict of interest” is a phrase that comes to mind when reading about this whole 
situation. A black Shelby County commissioner , creates a non for profit two months 
ago. The City of Memphis agrees to sell “Health Sciences (Forrest ) Park and Fourth 
Bluff (Davis) Park for a thousand dollars each in a “no bid” process , which, in itself 
raises eyebrows  to say the least. 
 
They found a loophole to circumvent the State History Commission, ignoring an earlier 
ruling which stated that the City of Memphis could not remove the statues. 
 
There is another crime that the City of Memphis , Memphis Green Space Inc. and the 
Shelby County Commission committed and that is grave desecration. General Forrest’s 
monument is not just a monument it is the final resting place for he and his wife. 
 
Tennessee state law states: 
“39-17-311. Desecration of venerated object. 
(a)  A person commits an offense who intentionally desecrates: 
     (1)  A place of worship or burial; or 
     (2)  A state or national flag. 
(b)  A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 

 
In the end City of Memphis Mayor Jim 
Strickland (pictured left) pronounced, “History 
is being made in Memphis tonight.” 
 
No , history was not made in Memphis 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 , it was 
destroyed and it just goes to prove whether it is 
a tubby white liberal mayor or a black , liberal 
county commissioner (who circumvents 

“conflict of interest” ), there is no low that they will not sink to, no grave destroyed and 
no “tolerance” for those that don’t serve their interests or cater to their needs. 
 
What would happen if white people in positions of power decided to circumvent the law 
or respect gravesites? What would happen if white people in positions of power decided 
to start using loopholes of questionable legality to tear down monuments and street 
signs dedicated to historical black figures like Martin Luther King? 
 



I think we all pretty much know what would happen. Highways would be blocked, 
businesses looted and neighborhoods destroyed in the name of “tolerance” and 
“equality”. 
 
Meanwhile , those who call for tolerance, equality and diversity are celebrating their 
latest act of disrespect and grave robbing by posting #whitetears when they share 
media coverage of the latest event. 
 
Law abiding Southerners are urged to contact the following officials to let them know 
your opinions of the latest act of injustice from the “We hate America” crowd. 
 
Governor Bill Haslam 
1st Floor, State Capitol 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 741-2001 
 
 
Tennessee state Attorney General Slattery. 
Office of the Attorney General and Reporter 
P.O. Box 20207 
Nashville, TN 37202-0207 
Telephone: (615) 741-3491 
Fax: (615) 741-2009 
 
 
Clint Lacy- is author of “Blood in the Ozarks: Union War Crimes Against Southern 
Sympathizers and Civilians in Occupied Missouri” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://barnesreview.org/product/blood-in-the-ozarks/
http://barnesreview.org/product/blood-in-the-ozarks/

