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UNCENSORED AMERICAN HISTORY

BY CLINT LACY

T
he southern third of the state of Illinois, in-
cluding such cities as Cairo, is known as “Lit-
tle Egypt,” perhaps for its fertile soil. The
author tells of the strong movement there (in
a “Northern” but slaveholding state) to sup-

port the Confederate cause in the War for Southern inde-
pendence. Some Little Egypt men attempted to secede
from the rest of the Prairie State and join the Confeder-
acy as the state of Southern Illinois. One man influential
on the opposites side—to the surprise of many—was John
A. Logan, one of only three individuals mentioned in the
Illinois State anthem. Logan, a politician as well as a cele-
brated military leader (he was the only volunteer to rise
through the ranks to general in the Union Army), later ran
for U.S. vice president in 1884 with presidential candidate
James G. Blaine, GOP senator from Maine. (By a narrow

margin, Democrat Grover Cleveland was elected.)
Ed Gleeson, in his book Illinois Rebels, wrote: 

One of the many exaggerations that contin-
ues to surface in American history is the notion
that southern Illinois during the War Between
the States was a hotbed of pro-Confederate ac-
tivities, with Rebel spies lurking behind every
tree from Cairo all the way up to Mount Vernon
and Vandalia. This notion cannot, however, be
supported by historical facts.1

It is true that southern Illinois men joined the cause
of the Union in greater numbers than their northern
Illinois counterparts, but this was for a number of rea-
sons, one of which was John A. Logan.

Southern Illinois was settled by farming families
from Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and Missouri.
Their hearts and sympathies lay solidly with the South,
some in the form of secession, others in opposition to

Big Trouble in
Little Egypt
When the ‘state of Southern Illinois’
considered joining the Confederacy

THE DEEP SOUTH WAS NOT BY ANY MEANS the only part of the old union that
wanted to secede in 1861. It may surprise some readers to learn that southern Indiana
and southern Illinois (called Little Egypt) were hotbeds of pro-Confederate feelings.
Little Egyptians wanted to secede from the Land of Lincoln. One of the main reasons
it did not was due to the efforts of one lone man, the controversial John A. Logan.


