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THE PROUD HISTORY OF COMPANY G

T
he 15th Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Com-
pany G’s formation began in Williamson
County, Illinois. It was originally intended
to be a southern Illinois Confederate regi-
ment. John A. Logan (who would later be-

come a Union general) met with Hibe Cunningham and
Frank Metcalf in Murphysboro, Illinois on May 4, 1861
and encouraged the men to work and recruit for
Thorndike Brooks’s proposed southern Illinois Con-
federate regiment. Logan promised the men he would
join them after some unfinished business.1

This was not to be. Apparently
Logan received a better offer. This
despite very strong Southern sym-
pathy in southern Illinois. After the
firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861,
the Cairo (Illinois) Gazette said:

The statement that the inhabi-
tants of Egypt are in favor of the
perpetuation of the Union by force,
is unauthorized. No such feeling ex-
ists. On the contrary, so far as our
observations have extended, the sympathies of our
people are mainly with the South. [(Cole p. 253) The
Gazette went on to say that Cairo] would prosper
whether the union was dissolved or not.2

John A. Logan had married John Cunningham’s
daughter Mary, which made them relatives and later
friends. John Cunningham, who had attended both the
Carbondale and Marion secession meetings, secretly
cut a deal with Logan in which Cunningham would be
named deputy in the county and circuit clerk’s office.
Later he would become the county clerk.

It took John Cunningham’s son Hibe longer to be
bribed. Hibe Cunningham was captured midway through
the war but instead of being made a prisoner, Logan of-
fered him the position of personal aide and gave him the
rank of captain. Soon Cunningham was turning his gun
on those he had fought with.3

There were 34 men who followed Thorndike

Brooks out of southern Illinois. Additional men were
recruited in western Kentucky and western Tennessee. 

The men of G Company, 15th Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry proved themselves in battle at Belmont, Mis-
souri, Shiloh, Tennessee and Perryville, Kentucky.
During the first day of the Battle of Shiloh (Sgt. Frank
Metcalf (of Carbondale, Illinois) was credited with
holding the line of the 15th Tennessee as well as the
Second (Irish) Tennessee infantry during the Federal
bombardment by rallying the men around the colors
of the 15th. At the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, Met-

calf protected his unit’s colors from
capture despite being wounded four
times. When Metcalf could fight no
more, Williamson County, Illinois’s
Spence Blankenship took over to
prevent capture of their flag.

Lt. Col. Thorndike Brooks who
organized and led the southern Illi-
nois company south was given tem-
porary command of the 15th Ten-
nessee during the first day of the

Battle of Shiloh, Tennessee. He achieved what was de-
scribed as an “unheralded 12-minute stand” in which
he held the ground of the Confederate left against the
Union right (which was commanded by Gen. Sher-
man), helping to give the victory to the Confederates.

The war took a severe toll on G Company. Ed Glee-
son writes in his book Illinois Rebels that: “When
[Gen.] Hood marched his ragtag remnant of the Army
of Tennessee to the south of Nashville in December
1864, only three of the original 99 members of Com-
pany G were still present for duty.”4  �
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‘COMPANY G’ IN THE CIVIL WAR

There were 34 men
who happily followed
Thorndike Brooks out

of southern Illinois.
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