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Information from the Illinois.Gov website states
that much of the desertion of southern Illinois soldiers
from the ranks of the Union Army was due directly to
their opposition to the Emancipation Proclamation.
Most of these men were from the 109th Illinois Infantry
who claimed that they, “would lie in the woods until
moss grew on their backs rather than help free the
slaves.”13

The 109th was the only regiment to be disbanded
in its entirety for disloyalty.

Many of the men who deserted the Union Army in
southern Illinois did so because of the conscription
law as well as the Emancipation Proclamation. When
they returned some worked with the Knights of the
Golden Circle, some formed independent companies
to resist arrest and return to the ranks, some formed to
intimidate Unionists and some formed groups to take
advantage of the situation.

In “Little Egypt” the war took on a personal tone,
much like in the neighboring states of Kentucky and
Missouri.

An example of just how personal the war was can
be found in the story of Lemuel Lawrence and Marble
Camden. These men were neighbors and owned ad-
joining farms. Lawrence was a rabid Unionist while
Marble was a Peace Democrat, vocally against the Lin-
coln administration and the war. It is said that Marble
Camden was unhappy with the fact that his son left to
join the Union Army. 

In February 1862 Lemuel (now Lt. Lawrence of the
6th Illinois Cavalry) was stationed in Shawneetown,
Illinois. He was ordered to Paducah, Kentucky. The
route would take him directly past his property and
consequently, the property of his neighbor Marble
Camden, who he intended to convert into a Unionist
(by force).

Marble Camden was warned of the impending visit
by Lt. Lawrence. When Lawrence and six other mem-
bers of his unit arrived, Marble grabbed his shotgun
and attempted to flee out the back door. Lt. Lawrence
fired at Camden, striking him in the hand. Marble Cam-
den returned fire. Buckshot ripped into Lt. Lawrence’s
arm. 

When Marble Camden’s son ran to the back door
he almost ran into Lt. Lawrence, who promptly shot
him in the stomach. Marble’s daughter Elizabeth
picked up a revolver and shot Lt. Lawrence in the
back, ending the confrontation.

The other soldiers did not interfere or attempt to
harm the family (most likely because they knew their

leader was in the wrong).  Marble and Mac Camden as
well as Lt. Lawrence lived through the ordeal. Marble
was eventually acquitted for shooting Lemuel Law-
rence, though he would later lose his farm through
legal trickery when he decided to file a civil suit
against Lawrence after the war.14

George Aiken, former quartermaster for the 128th
Illinois Infantry, formed a company after an unsuc-
cessful coup attempt to turn Cairo, Illinois over to Con-
federate Gen. M. Jeff Thompson. 

Milo Erwin in his book The History of Williamson
County wrote:

After George Aikin was frustrated in his ef-
forts to sell out the 128th, at Cairo, he went to Mis-
souri, and got Allen Glide and Charley Glide, and
came back here. These, and his son John Aikin,
are the ones supposed to compose the “Aikin
Gang.” This gang flourished here in the spring of
1863, in the north part of the county, during which
time several murders were committed, and no
less than 50 of our citizens robbed.15

According to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (previ-
ously quoted in this article):

The most notorious group in the state was
the Clingman Gang that operated mostly in
Bond, Fayette, and Montgomery counties. The

Brig. Gen. M. Jeff Thompson, the “Missouri Swamp Fox.”
At one time there was a move afoot by Southern sympa-
thizers to overthrow the local government and hand Cairo,
Illinois over to Gen. Thompson and his men. It failed.


