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secessionist activity. In rebel places like Hurri-
cane and Shoal Creek, “secesh” songs were sung
at gatherings. The outlaws were derisively called
copperheads because they struck without warn-
ing, like the deadly snake.

James Langdon, a Quincy surveyor, wrote a
letter to Gen. Jacob Ammen saying, “There is no
place in the state . . . where treason is spoken so
boldly as in this city.9

Democrats won the Illinois Legislature in 1861 and
by 1862 were instrumental in making changes to the
state constitution such as giving more representation
to the southern Illinois districts, prohibition of the im-
migration of blacks into the state as well as prohibiting
blacks who were already residents from voting.10

Information found on the Illinois Periodicals On-
line website states that:

Desertion from the Union Army and attempts
to capture deserters also became a source of dis-
sension on the Illinois home front. Opponents of
the war often encouraged desertion, while the
Army’s efforts to arrest deserters in southern Illi-
nois sometimes met with civilian resistance. De-
serters were concealed, and armed mobs often
greeted their would-be captors. Mandatory en-
listment under the Conscription Act of 1863 was
extremely unpopular in Charleston, Jacksonville,
and Vandalia. An armed mob drove Union offi-
cers in charge of enlistment from various parts of
Fulton County in protest of the conscription law.
The officers were actually attacked, and at least
two fatal shootings were reported. Another mob
at Olney threatened to burn the town if the local
enrollment lists were not surrendered. In Union
County, a guerrilla band assaulted Unionists and
destroyed their property. Confederate sympa-
thizers in southern Illinois sometimes practiced
intimidation tactics, beating and shooting those
who supported the Union war effort. 

Such vigilantism was practiced by both sides.
One regiment largely comprised of soldiers from
southern Illinois was arrested and placed under
guard at Holly Springs, Mississippi, in March
1863 because so many had deserted and the re-
mainder was fraternizing with the enemy.11

In fact, John A. Logan is said to have hated aboli-
tionists, and he was not the only one in his family. After
he raised a regiment for the Union, his own mother
stated she did not wish to see him again, and his sister
Annie proclaimed: “Damn you, I hope you get killed
before you get to Cairo!” Annie’s husband had already
enlisted with the Confederacy.12
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