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to get the regiment to work in conjunction with
M. Jeff Thompson, brigadier general of the Mis-
souri State Guard’s 1st Military District, to turn
Cairo over to the Confederates).

Additional names include: Robert M. Allen,
G.C. Campbell , Marion C. Campbell, Dr. Hohn
Clemison, William Cook, William Crain, William
Davis, Judge A.D. Duff, George W. Goddard, Isa-
iah Harris, Harvey Hays, Charley Goodall, Peter
Keifer, Robert Kelley, B.F. Lowe, George W.
Lowe, Joshua Lowe, James D. Manier, D.L. Pul-
ley, R.J. Pulley, William Scurlock, W.R. Tinker,
James M. Washburne, Wheeler (first name not
recorded) and Dr. Samuel H. Bundy.7

After the secession meeting in Marion, Col. Ben-
jamin F. Prentiss learned of the plot and threatened the
town. A.T. Benson, fearing the worst, organized a
group of citizens to repeal the secession resolutions.
Upon hearing the news (which Benson was quick to
forward to Prentiss) Col. Prentiss at Cairo is said to
have responded by stating: “I’m glad to see them. The
resolutions of secession would have caused you folks
trouble; but now all will be all right.”8

Henry Hopper and Thorndike Brooks would lead
over 30 men out of Illinois into Kentucky, where they
recruited over 30 more men that would become Com-
pany G, 15th Tennessee Confederate Infantry.

An Aug. 29, 2007, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch said:

As federal forces slowly took control of the state,
these people were forced to meet secretly or go un-
derground. A mob in DuQuoin rescued a knot of de-
serters from a deputy marshal. There was talk of
making a raid on Jacksonville, a known abolitionist
town, by a group camped at Apple Creek. Jack-
sonville had incurred copperhead wrath for its Jour-
nal having dared to print the Knights’ constitution
and secret oath. There were minor riots in Peoria,
Joliet and Mount Sterling on draft registration day.

It was also necessary for a contingent of federal
troops to guard the Illinois Central Bridge over the
Big Muddy River during most of the war’s duration.
By the end of the war, the Knights of the Golden Cir-
cle probably had about 100,000 members scattered
throughout the state.

The Centennial History of Illinois in Vol. 3 gives a
good account of the Clingman group:

Armed resistance on the part of anti-war
forces was a constant fear in the minds of Union
men. A heavy demand for Colt revolvers, guns,
and ammunition was noticed by storekeepers,
whose supplies were drained by buyers from
copperhead districts and guerrilla bands formed
in the rural regions of southern Illinois. 

Mulberry Grove was said to be a hotbed of

Blackjack Logan
Unlike most politicians, John A. Logan
played a pivotal part in military matters.
Shown at left with his wife and family,
he was nicknamed “Blackjack” or “Black
John” due to his dark eyes and swarthy
complexion. He almost single-handedly
prevented southern Illinois from seced-
ing and joining the Confederacy. Even
his own in-laws attended a meeting at
which they expected Logan to throw his
support to the Confederacy—yet they
were stunned to learn of his subterfuge
in supporting the Union instead. Bizarre-
ly and inexplicably, he fought at Bull Run
as a volunteer in a Michigan regiment
while he was a U.S. representative for
Illinois, and eventually became a Yankee
major general. After the war, in 1853,
“Blackjack” helped pass a law prohib-
iting any Blacks from settling in the state
of Michigan. 


