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the agenda were items such as resistance to fed-
eral recruitment, recognition of Southern inde-
pendence, promoting states rights’ legislation in
Springfield, and preparing a movement that would
eventually remove the 18 southern counties of the
Prairie State  from the federal union as the Con-
federate state of Southern Illinois!

Harry authorized himself to send a wire west
to Carbondale, inviting the “concerned citizens”
of Jackson County to attend the meeting, all the
while convinced that he had the support of  Con-
gressman Logan, who was in the process of mov-
ing his residence from Carbondale to Marion.4

The other nine men attending the meeting were A.T.
Benson , Thorndike Brooks, G.W. Goddard, Isaiah Har-
ris, Harvey Hays, Peter Keifer, James D. Manier, Wil-
liam Scurlock and James Washburn.

A resolution was drawn up by Hopper, which read:

That we, the citizens of Williamson County,
firmly believing from the distracted conditions
of our country—the same being brought about
by the elevation to power of a strictly sectional
party—the coercive policy of which toward the
seceded states will drive all the border slave
states from the federal union, and cause them to
join the Southern Confederacy.

That, in such event, the interest of the citizens
of southern Illinois imperatively demand at their
hands a division of the state. We hereby attach
ourselves to use all means in our power to effect
the same, and attach ourselves to the Southern
Confederacy.

That, in our opinion, it is the duty of the pres-
ent administration to withdraw all the troops of
the federal government that may be stationed in
Southern forts, and acknowledge the independ-
ence of the Southern Confederacy, believing that
such a course would be calculated to restore
peace and harmony to our distracted country.

That in view of the fact that it is probable that
the present governor of the state of Illinois
(Richard Yates) will call upon the citizens of the
same to take up arms for the purpose of sub-
jecting the people of the South, we hereby enter
our protest against such a course, and as loyal
citizens, will refuse, frown down, and forever op-
pose the same.

Gleeson notes that the vote was 11 for and one
against, the dissenting party being A.T. Benson, who
was promptly knocked down by Henry Hays.5

While Gleeson’s Illinois Rebels is an excellent
source for the men who eventually left their state to

join the 15th Tennessee Infantry (Confederate) he has
a habit of downplaying the sympathy for the South in
“Little Egypt.”

For instance, Gleeson writes that only one person
from Carbondale (Jackson County, Illinois) attended
the meeting. Additional evidence proves that this was
not the case and that a separate secession meeting was
held in Carbondale. According to Sam Lattuca, editor
of the Marion (Illinois) Historic Preservation website:

Thanks to Daniel H. Brush, the founder of
Carbondale, and his pioneer memoirs Growing
Up With Southern Illinois, historians today have
one of the most complete lists of early Southern
sympathizers. Brush listed 23 men who took part
in a meeting in Carbondale to declare the city for
the South if it came to war. The meeting date was
after the surrender of Fort Sumter (Sat., April 13,
1861) and before Illinois troops passed through
Carbondale on their way to garrison Cairo (Mon.,
April 22, 1861). Brush said he learned of the
meeting a few days after it happened. He was in
mid-sentence describing his indignation when he
put down his pen and the book ended.6

Brush listed the following men as being in atten-
dance at the Carbondale, Illinois meeting:

• Jefferson Allen, Marion attorney
• William Joshua Allen, son of a former U.S. con-

gressman and former business partner with Logan he
served as a U.S. attorney under the Pierce administra-
tion, and was a former state representative. Allan took
part in both the Carbondale and Marion secession
meetings as well as a later meeting that tried to rescind
the secession resolutions. Allan won election in 1862
for John A. Logan’s vacated seat. He was arrested for
disloyalty on Aug. 15 of that year and was reelected
while imprisoned with other southern Illinoisans.

• Thorndike Brooks, secessionist who attempted to
conduct a raid on the Big Muddy (Mississippi) River
railroad bridge guarded by Union soldiers.  He formed
a company of Confederate soldiers and led them out of
Marion, Illinois on May 25, 1861.  Brooks attained the
rank of lieutenant colonel in the 15th Tennessee In-
fantry, C.S.A., a unit that fought bravely at Belmont,
Missouri, Shiloh, Tennessee and Perryville, Kentucky.
[See related item on page 20.—Ed.]

• Anderson Corder, chairman of the Carbondale,
Illinois secession meeting. He had a son that fought for
the Confederacy and stated that if he were younger,
would have fought for the South as well.

• John M. Cunningham, former sheriff of William-


