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the war of Northern aggression. Logan, a local lawyer
and politician, knew the hearts of his constituents, and
it was rumored that he would declare for the South.
According to Gleeson, if Logan “had declared for the
Confederacy, as he strongly indicated that he was
going to do instead of declaring for the Union as he ac-
tually did in August, 1861, the numbers of southern Illi-
nois soldiers in the two armies would have been a lot
more than they were. In fact, Logan could have raised
the “First Illinois Confederate Regiment.”2

Rumors abounded regarding John A. Logan and on
which side he was to align himself and “Egypt” as
southern Illinois was (and is) called. As men in south-
ern Illinois heard of these rumors they started to meet,
plan for the future and hope for a Confederate regi-
ment led by Logan.

Twelve of these men met at a prominent bar in Mar-
ion, Illinois on April 15, 1861 (three days after Fort

Sumter, South Carolina was fired upon) the same day
that Abraham Lincoln issued his call to the states to
furnish 75,000 troops to put down the “rebellion,” as
he called it. Two of the 12 men, Hibert Cunningham
and John Cunningham, were John A. Logan’s brother-
in-law and father-in-law. The purpose of this meeting
was to discuss the subject of secession.

In addition to the Cunninghams, the group included
the prominent Williamson County resident Harry Hop-
per, a local telegraph operator who was born in Ten-
nessee. According to Gleeson:

Henry Hopper issued his own proclamation
(the same day as Lincoln’s call for troops) that
same afternoon and nailed it to the Williamson
County courthouse in Marion, a town that boasted
considerable “secession spirit.” The document
called for a meeting to take place that very evening
at 8:00 in a prominent Marion saloon. Included on

The Battle of Shiloh in April 1862 was the first major battle in the west during Abe Lincoln’s War. Shown here, a
Union shell explodes near a mounted Confederate officer while his infantrymen advance. Present at the battle
were the men of the Southern Illinois Company, officially known as Tennessee Company G, fighting for the South,
led by their captain, Thorndike Brooks, along with 1st Lt. Hibert A. Cunningham, 2nd Lt. Harry Hopper and Brevet
2nd Lt. Harvey Hayes, all of southern Illinois. They, like many in southern Illinois, bore allegiance to the South.
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