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James) stated that Jesse’s assailant’s last name was
Johnson, not Ford. 

Furthermore, when reporting the killing to the town
marshal (Marshal Craig), the marshal appears to be sur-
prised that the man killed by Robert Ford is Jesse
James. The Mexico Weekly Ledger reports that Marshal
Craig asked the Ford brothers, “My God, do you mean
to tell us that this is Jesse James?” “Yes,” answered the
two boys in one breath, “that man is Jesse James, and
we have killed him and don’t deny it.”3

The April 19, 1882 issue of the Butler (Missouri)
Weekly Times carries an interview with George Mad-
dox, a former Missouri guerrilla fighter. Maddox is said
to have been the first man to lead Jesse James into bat-
tle and was a known friend and confidant of James.

“The reporter put the question to Maddox, “What do
you think of the killing of Jesse James?” Maddox. “Let’s
take a seat,” (pointing to a goods box nearby). After sit-
ting down Mr. Maddox said, “I am not prepared to be-
lieve that yet.”

When asked what his reasons were for doubting the
death of James, Maddox stated, “Because the manner
of his death was so much after the schemes he has time
and again wanted me to engage in with him in order to
get the rewards that hung over his head.”4

As late as 1889 rumors that Jesse had faked his death

were still being published. One such example can be
found in the August 24, 1889 issue of the Southern Stan-
dard newspaper, which reads: “There is an article going
the rounds of the papers to the effect that Jesse James
is still alive and leading a quiet, honorable life at some
place in the West. Some Philadelphia man, who claims
to have been a member of the old gang, furnishes the
information, and says he corresponds regularly with
James. The man the Fords killed was another member
of the gang who is said to have resembled Jesse very
much. While there is nothing improbable in the story, it
has considerable of a Mulhattan taint about it.”5 [Joseph
Mulhattan, a traveling salesman, was a notorious
hoaxer during the 1870s and 1880s.—Ed.] 

Tainted or not, the story published in the Southern
Standard may have been far more accurate than any-
one (including the author of the article) could have re-
alized at the time. 

One person who believes that Jesse James did not
die in 1882 is author Ron Pastore. Pastore believes  that
not only did Jesse James fake his death in 1882, he had
another member of the gang killed to pull off the ruse,
just as the article in the Southern Standard reported.

Pastore, who was the focus of the 2009 History
Channel TV special “Jesse James Hidden Treasure,”
started to explore the mystery of Jesse James in 1994. A

1) This famous 1882 photo of the dead Jesse James by photographer R. Uhlman may not be the real Jesse James, accord-
ing to several scholars, including researcher Ron Pastore. 2)A known photo of Jesse James. 3) The rented home in St. Joseph,
Missouri, where Jesse James is alleged to have been killed in 1882. 4) Robert Ford, the fellow outlaw who is said to have killed
James to avoid prison and make a buck from the reward. 5) The room in which Jesse was said to have been killed.
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