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MYSTERIES OF AMERICAN HISTORY

By Clint Lacy

To the Ford Brothers you have Killed Jessie James
but you did not get his Pal so Jessie James shall be
Avenged I will Kill you both if I have to follow you to
the end of the earth you can’t escape my Vengeance
for I have sworn to Kill both of you and I will do it I am
not afraid to tell you that I will visit you in some dis-
guise or another and I drop you both in the long run
Jessie will be avenged if I live and I don’t intend to die
until I have Killed Robert and Charles Ford the two
Durn Hell Hounds who plotted and Killed my Friend
and I pray that the all mity God of about will ade me
in getting my revenge Look out for No. 7. I will not rest
until I have completed my vengeance and then Jesse
James can rest in peace this is all I got to say now but
my cries is for revenge revenge and revenge I will have
Yours until I drop you.                                 —Nano alis,

Reno of N.M.

Letter published in the County Paper (Oregon, Mis-
souri) April 14, 1882.1

W
hile the above letter is riddled with gram-
matical errors, it certainly captures the
feelings of many Missourians following
the reported assassination of Jesse James.
[The meaning of “Nano alis” is unknown

as is the exact meaning of “Reno of N.M.”—Ed.]
Most accepted accounts of the James assassination

tell us he was killed on April 3, 1882 at his home in St.
Joseph, Missouri by the brothers Robert and Charles
Ford.  The April 6, 1882 issue of the Mexico (Missouri)
Weekly Ledger reported:

The house where the deed was committed is a lit-
tle, one-story white house of seven rooms, located on
the brow of a hill, where a good view is had, and
where a fine defense could be made if necessary.  The
murdered man had two fine horses, but rarely used
them since his residence in that city. 

The murderers say they want to be held in jail until
the fact is established that they have got Jesse James,
when they not only demand their liberty, but ask for
the large reward. They say they laid and waited for
weeks to get a chance at him when he did not have his
revolvers handy.

He came from his bedroom to the sitting-room
without them, and the murderer got between him and
the door and had two self-cocking revolvers, declar-
ing that if he misfired he would shoot until his man
dropped, and the other one was ready to double if it
came to a hand-to-hand struggle. The shot that ended
the career of Jesse James was fired by Robert Ford,
aged 20, who was raised on a farm two miles from
Richmond, Clay County, Mo. Ford lived on the farm
until a little over a year ago, when he went to Rich-
mond and clerked in his brother Charles Ford’s gro-
cery store. A few months ago he went out to hunt
down the state outlaws.2

The news of Jesse James’s demise spread quickly, as
one might expect, but just as quickly were the questions
and conflicting accounts that came from the newspa-
pers and individuals who questioned the account.

First, in the previously cited Mexico Weekly Ledger
newspaper article that reported Jesse James’s assassi-
nation, Jesse’s wife is reported as stating her name was
Howard, that they had lived in St. Joseph for six months
and had moved there from Baltimore, Maryland.

The article also states that Mrs. Howard (Mrs.
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