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aroused just before daybreak by the violent barking of
the dogs, and the old gentleman went out to ascertain
what was the cause.  He was fired upon by some of the
mob, when he hastened into the house and fastened the
door. The mob followed him up on an open porch, when
they were halted by William M. from a window upstairs.
They paid no attention to his command to stop, when
he fired at them, but missed his aim. 

The saga continued:

The mob immediately opened fire all around the
house, firing in at the windows. One of his daughters,
Elizabeth, who had just arisen from bed, was mortally
wounded, being hit by two rifle balls in the groin, while
standing by the bed. William M., hearing her cry out that
she was shot, ran down stairs and opened one of the
doors and emptied his revolver at the crowd, wound-
ing one of them in the thigh and receiving a wound in
the leg. The mob then retreated and stationed themselves
behind the outbuildings, and remained there until after
daylight. 

Mrs. Eliza Maxwell determined to venture out and
see what was wanted. They told her that they had come
to arrest William M. Maxwell, and [with them was] the
sheriff of Lawrence County with a writ. She told them
if they had the sheriff, he would not resist them. They
then came in and took William M., Archibald and John
C. Maxwell to Lawrenceville. But it was ascertained that
they had no officer nor no writ, nor any authority what-
ever for their action. They, however, swore a warrant
for him after getting to Lawrenceville, on a charge of as-
sault with intent to kill. He was tried on this charge and
acquitted.8

Harper’s Weekly published this political cartoon showing an artist’s conception of the 1863 anti-draft riots, which
the Copperheads were suspected of being behind. The setting is Printing House Square in Manhattan. The weekly
was staunchly pro-Lincoln and thus portrayed the protesters as animalistic, raggedy Irish Catholic immigrants,
while the policemen involved in crowd control are handsome, thin-waisted and immaculately dressed. 

In 1862, some of the Copperheads became involved in organ-
izing the Knights of the Golden Circle, which morphed into the
Order of American Knights and then the Sons of Liberty. Re-
publicans immediately accused these political groups of trea-
sonable activities. In fact, most Copperheads were focused on
the future of the Democratic Party and ending the war. Above,
a depiction of an initiation ceremony of the Knights of the
Golden Circle.


