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war for some Illinoisans was less a matter of disloyal-
ty and more a bread-and-butter issue.5

Copperheads not only practiced civil disobedience, of-
ten they demonstrated their opposition through violence.
Occasionally they were tried in civilian courts for their
deeds. However; the treatment of Copperheads in civil-
ian courts is a testament in itself to just how strong South-
ern sympathy was in Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. The ma-
jority of the times a Copperhead appeared before the civ-
il court, he was acquitted.

Attitudes toward the South and suspected Southern
sympathizers hardened in 1864, when the prospect of
a Union victory was clearly in sight. Soldiers on leave
often demonstrated intolerance and outright enmity to-
ward those suspected of being sympathetic to the Con-
federacy or critical of the government. Violence erupt-
ed in 1864 at Charleston, Illinois, a center of Copperhead
sentiment. Six soldiers and three civilians were killed;
another four soldiers and eight civilians were wound-
ed in a riot on the courthouse square. Violence subsided
when a detachment of federal troops arrived from Mat-
toon. Fifteen Copperheads were subsequently arrested,
and all were turned over to civilian authorities by Lin-
coln’s order. Two of the prisoners went to trial and were
acquitted.6

The Copperheads in Illinois, written by Donald Tin-
gley, gives more examples of Copperhead acquittals, in
fact many were not brought to trial at all:

There were other incidents, such as the Clingman
Raid, in Montgomery and Fayette counties during the
summer of 1864. An armed gang of men, encamped in
a wooded area, engaged in extensive thievery of hors-
es, guns, and money. Several persons were indicted on
charges of disloyalty to the United States, but none was
ever brought to trial.7

An intriguing story that took place on November 2,
1864 in Crawford County, Illinois can be found on the
Lawrence County Historical Society website.

Lawrence and Crawford counties were so filled with
Copperheads that a group of them traveled to the home
of Marshall Maxwell, a Unionist whose sons enlisted in
the Union Army. The story is unique in a sense that the
Crawford and Lawrence counties were so Southern in
their sentiments that an attempt was made to arrest two
of his sons. According to the site:

On the morning of the 2d of November, 1864, his
house was the scene of the most unwarranted outrage
ever perpetrated in the county.  Just at the break of day,
the house was surrounded by a mob of armed men of
Crawford and Lawrence counties. His sons Archibald
and William M. were home on furlough until after the
election. They and a soldier by the name of Henry Bea-
man stayed there overnight. All in the house were
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