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that negroes were their equal nor did they believe they
should be integrated into white society. They were also
strict adherents to the Constitution and believed the doc-
ument protected slavery.

Paul Finkelman, in his paper “Slavery in the United
States: Persons or Property?,” writes: “The American Con-
stitution does not mention slavery until 1865, with the
adoption of the 13th Amendment, which abolished the in-
stitution. Yet the Constitution, written in 1787, is riddled
with provisions tied to slavery which protected it with-
out naming it.”2

The free states of Illinois, Indiana and Ohio passed spe-
cific laws called “black codes” to prevent blacks from set-
tling in them. The Slave North.com website states:

The new states that entered the union in the North
after the gradual emancipation of northern slaves
were just as concerned as the old ones with maintain-
ing their racial purity. To do so, they turned to an old
practice in the North: the exclusion law. Slaves could
not be brought into the Northwest Territories, under the
ordinance of 1787, but slaves already there remained
in bondage. Once states began to emerge from the old

Reception of the Copperheads in Richmond. This disinformative cartoon was published during the war, in January 1863. A
delegation of Northern Copperheads—sympathizers with Dixie—knock at President Jefferson Davis’s door, which is an-
swered by Pompey, one of Davis’s slaves. The Copperheads having explained they are Northern friends of the South, Pom-
pey responds that Davis has no friends in the North, and even if he wanted any he would not look to the “Peace sneaks.” 

Northerners who opposed the Union were vilified and ridi-
culed in the press, portrayed as poisonous copperhead snakes.


